Detailed Itinerary
Trip Name:

[18 days] Let Madagascar Take your Breath Away
GENERAL
th

th

Dates: June 10 – 27 , 2021

While Madagascar is not the easiest country for traveling, trust us, this kind of adventure
exploding with indigenous wildlife and local interactions will take your breath away. You
will be completely immersed in the Malagasy countryside, rainforests, and beaches.
Main Stops:
Antananarivo – Sahambaby – Manakara – Miandrivazo – Bekopaka – Morondava –
Andasibe – Mahambo – Ile Sainte Marie

About the Tour:
We offer customized trips based on the principles and values of responsible tourism. We
aim to propose alternatives to the most overdone itineraries to countries, focus on
locations away from mass tourism, and expose a different perspective of more common
destinations. In addition, we emphasize providing authentic experiences by engaging
with the host communities in all their daily social, cultural, and productive assets.
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DAY BY DAY ITINERARY

Day 01: Arrive in Antananarivo
Arrival to Ivato International Airport and Airport Pickup (if you are taking our
recommended flights). If taking alternative flights, we’ll help arrange how to meet up.




Time for SIM cards purchase if needed and money exchange.
Transfer to a family guesthouse 1hr south of Antananarivo.

Accommodation: Homestay in Andriambilany
Meals: Dinner
Day 02: Andriambilany – Ambositra - Sahambavy
Departure for a full day road trip reaching Sahambavy in the south east side of the
highlands.




Visit local wood manufacturers shops in Ambositra, scenic stops, and optional
lunch break.
Arrival to Sahambavy around sunset time.

Accommodation: Lodge Hotel in Sahambavy
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
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Day 03: Sahambavy – Manakara
Take the 12-hour Fianarantsoa-Côte Est (FCE) train from Sahambavy to Manakara.
The FCE train is a mixed freight and passenger train that makes an undoubtedly
memorable journey along a track built by the colonists at the beginning of the 20th
century to open Fianarantsoa to the port of Manakara. All slightly bumpy over 170 km, it
descends 1200 m in elevation and crosses 21 tunnels, 42 bridges, and 17 stations (one
every 10 km). The landscapes crossed are breathtaking, with superb dense forests and
waterfalls.



Arrival to Manakara around Sunset time.

Accommodation: Lodge Hotel in Manakara
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner

Day 04: Manakara – Manandrona




Free morning in Manakara.
Drive to Manandona around noon.

Accommodation: Homestay in Manandona
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 05: Manandrona – Miandrivazo
Departure from Manandona for a full day drive towards Miandrivazo.

Accommodation: Lodge hotel in Miandrivazo
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
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Day 06: Miandrivazo – Massif du Bemaraha – Nosinapela - Begidro
Departure to start the Tsiribihina river trip.
An authentic and soothing 3 day’s journey descending the river. The expedition of 150
km length is done aboard a traditional 3-person canoe ridden by a paddler. We will flow
smoothly on the ocher waters of the Tsibirinha, meet the people and villagers of the
river, and witness the preserved fauna and flora. The Tsiribihina crosses gorges cut in
limestone then regains its ease up to a kilometer in width, pushing the rice fields into the
distant horizon.





On the 1st day of this expedition, you will sit back in the canoe, relax and enjoy
the full day ride crossing the massif of Bemaraha and admiring the pristine
landscape and wildlife (lemurs, birds, herons, wild ducks, parrots, raptors,
kingfishers, chameleons, insects and butterflies).
Picnic lunch and stop by the Nosinapela waterfall for a dip in its natural swimming
pool.

Accommodation: Wild Camp on the riverbanks
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 07: Tsiribihina River
On our second day, we will continue cruising slowly on the river and stop at one of the
local villages for a volunteering activity (the volunteering task will be assigned one month
ahead of the trip) and have a picnic lunch.

Accommodation: Wild Camp on the riverbanks
Meals: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner
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Day 08: Tsaraotana – Bekopaka
On our third day, we will proceed for the last part of the canoe trip passing through the
rice fields on the riverbanks. The canoe will finally stop at the village of Tsaraotana.



Transfer to Bekopaka in a 4X4 car on a bumpy road.

Accommodation: Hotel in Bekopaka
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 09: Bekopaka – Tsingy of Bemaraha – Bekopaka
Visit of Tsingy of Bemaraha National Park




4 hours hiking along the Andamozavaky trail (The big Tsingy). We will cross superb
karstic labyrinths, the dry forest of the Antsingy and a canyon.
After visiting a grotto we will return by another impressive canyon and see
colonies of lemurs.

The Tsingy of Bemaraha form one of the biggest protected areas in Madagascar and are
considered unique in the world, listed as a UNESCO world heritage site. Tsingy is the
Malagasy word for “walking on tiptoes”. It is nearly an impenetrable labyrinth of
limestone needles, which justifies its name. The reserve’s canyons, gorges, undisturbed
forests, lakes, and mangrove swamps display an astonishing richness of fauna and flora
which have not been completely recorded. The rate of endemism is about 85%, and 47%
are even local endemic! (Endemic means native to a specific, defined, geographic region.)

Accommodation: Hotel in Bekopaka
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
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Day 10: Bekopaka – Morondava
Departure from Bekopaka to Morondava.
We will drive on a muddy track towards Belo sur Tsibirinha. Cross the river on a 30 mins
ferry and then continue straight to Morondava to watch the sunset at the legendary
Avenue of the Baobabs.

Accommodation: Homestay in Morondava
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 11: Morondava – Antananarivo – Andasibe
Transfer to Morondava airport.
10h35 am – Flight Departure from Morondava towards Antananarivo.
11h35 am – Flight Arrival to Antananarivo Ivato International Airport.




Transfer to Andasibe.
Nocturnal walking tour to see the fauna that only goes out at night.

Accommodation: Homestay in Andasibe
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner

Day 12: Mantadia - Andasibe
Departure to the Mantadia National Park for a unique hike in the rain forest known for
its rare orchids, waterfalls, birds and most importantly lemurs. Around 4-5 hours
medium level trail.
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The Andasibe-Mantadia National Park is formed by two distinct protected areas – the
Analamazoatra special reserve and the Mantadia national park known to shelter the
biggest lemur of the world: the indri.

Accommodation: Homestay in Andasibe
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 13: Andasibe - Mahambo
Departure for 7h drive from Andasibe towards Mahambo.



Free afternoon in Mahambo.

Accommodation: Lodge Hotel in Mahambo
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 14: Mahambo – Ile Sainte Marie
Transfer by ferry boat from Mahambo to Ile Sainte Marie.
Arrival of the ferry boat at the port of Ambodifototra.



Check in and free afternoon at Lakana Lodge.

Accommodation: Lodge Hotel in Ile Sainte Marie
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner

Day 15: Ile Sainte Marie – Ile aux Nattes



Whale watching tour (included) OR optional SCUBA diving activity (additional cost)
in the morning.

Most humpback whales of the Indian Ocean pass through the narrow channel separating
the mainland from Sainte Marie Island between late June and mid-October. The shallow
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depth (35-40m) and the tranquility of the waters offer ideal conditions for giving birth
and for the first weeks of life of the calves. It is estimated that several thousand
humpback whales pass through the austral winter. Note that they are around 15 m, they
reach a maximum of 40 tons and can live up to 50 years.



Afternoon fishing trip + sunset campfire with seafood dinner on Ile aux Nâttes.

Accommodation: Lodge Hotel in Ile Sainte Marie
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner

Day 16: Ile Sainte Marie.
Free day to discover the island your way or rest.

Accommodation: Lodge Hotel in Ile Sainte Marie
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 17: Ile Sainte Marie - Antananarivo
Check out and transfer to Sainte Marie port. Departure by ferry boat from Ile Sainte
Marie towards Mahambo, and bus transfer to Toamasina. Road trip to Antananarivo &
arrival by late nighttime.

Accommodation: Guesthouse in Antananarivo
Meals: Breakfast & Dinner
Day 18: Ile Sainte Marie - Antananarivo
Free morning in Antananarivo & transfer to Ivato International Airport (if you are taking
our recommended flights). International flight departure from Ivato Airport.
If you arrange other flights, we’ll help you coordinate your departure.
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PRICING
Tour cost: $2,600
*BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE: To reserve your spot on a tour, a 50% deposit will be
required by May 10th, 2021; full amount due by May 25th, 2021. However, you can book
with complete peace of mind as this deposit will be 100% refundable (minus the bank
charges) if the traveler cancels the reservation BEFORE May 1st, 2021.




If the trip is cancelled because of Covid and airport closures, all money will be
refunded.
If the cancellation occurs ON or AFTER May 1st, 2021, half of the amount paid will
be refunded. (Subject to case by case.)
If the cancellation occurs ON or AFTER May 20th, 2021, the full amount will NOT be
refunded. (Subject to case by case.)

INCLUSIONS









Accommodation:
o 17 nights of accommodation in lodges, guesthouses, homestays, or camps as
mentioned in the Detailed Itinerary.
Meals:
o 17 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches, 17 Dinners
Transportation:
o All airport pickups and transfers.
o Domestic flight from Morondava to Antananarivo.
o Private and public transportation with all fuel expenses throughout all the
journey according to the program. 4X4 Jeeps on off roads, minivan and tuk-tuks
on asphalted roads.
Permits, Fees, Guides:
o Full guided tour with activities, visits, and site entrances mentioned in Detailed
Itinerary.
o Additional local guides and scouts when needed.
Other:
o Professional Assistance 24/7 from the tour operator, a travel expert and
heritage management specialist
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EXCLUSIONS
Meals:
o Alcoholic drinks
o Meals not mentioned in Detailed Itinerary (most lunches)
Transportation:
o Flights to/from Madagascar
Other:
o Travel insurance (we can help you with this though – ask for pricing)
o Visa fees (35 EUR)
o Laundry service
o Personal expenses and souvenirs
o Optional SCUBA diving
o Anything else not specifically mentioned as “Included.”
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